Table of Contents Pages
Declaration by the Candidate i
Certificate of the Supervisor i
Acknowledgements i
Abstract 0\
Table of Contents \%
List of Imgaes, Figures and Tables IX
List of Abbreviations xii
Chapter 1
1.0 Introduction 4
1.1 The Khurkhuls as Lois and a Schedule Caste of Manipur 5
1.2 Stories about the origins of the Khurkhuls 8
1.2.1 The term Khurkhul 13
1.2.2 The Khurkhul sageis 14
1.2.3 Genealogy of the Khurkhuls 15
1.3. Khurkhul Festivals, Ceremonies, and Rituals 16
1.3.1 Festivals and Rituals 16
1.3.2 Ceremonies and Rituals 17
1.3.2.1 Marriage 18
1.3.2.2 Birth 19
1.3.2.3 Death 20
1.4. Khurkhul: A severely endangered speech 21
1.4.1 Endangerment 21
1.4.1.1 Language and ecology: Khurkhul 22
1.4.1.2 Language and culture: Khurkhul 25
1.4.2 Attitude to Khurkhul 27
1.5 Typology of Khurkhul 36
1.5.1 The Khurkhul sounds 37



1.5.1.1 Vowels in Khurkhul
1.5.1.2 Consonants in Khurkhul
1.5.1.3 Tones
1.5.2 Khurkhul Word order
1.5.3 Khurkhul Morphology
1.6 Literature Review
1.7 Objective of the study
1.8 Research Methodology
1.8.1 Qualitative approach
1.8.2 Quantitative approach

1.9 Chapter Organization

Chapter 2
2.0 Introduction
2.1 Kinship based on Blood and Marriage
2.1.1 Khurkhul Kinship terms
2.1.1.1 Consanguineal relations and kinship terms
2.1.1.2 Khurkhul Kinship terms and the family size
2.1.2 Affinal Relation
2.1.2.1 Affinal Relations and kinship terms
2.1.2.1.1 Rules of Affinal Relation
2.1.2.1.1.1 Exogamy
2.1.2.1.1.2 Endogamy
2.1.2.1.1.3 Sororate
2.1.2.1.2 Affinal Relation in Khurkhul
2.2 Kinship based on Social Relation
2.2.1 Extension of kinship address terms

2.3 Some observations

37
39
41
41
41
46
47
47
47
50
50

54
55
58
58
62
64
64
66
66
68
69
70
72
74
75

Vi



Chapter 3
3.0 Introduction
3.1 Politeness: Brown and Levinson
3.2 Politeness in Khurkhul
3.2.1 Khurkhul social hierarchy
3.2.2 Khurkhul family hierarchy
3.3 Some Khurkhul politeness strategies
3.3.1 Verbal politeness strategies
3.3.2 Non-Verbal Politeness Strategies

3.3.2.1 Examples of Non-Verbal Politeness Strategies

Chapter 4
4.0 Introduction
4.1 Is Khurkhul a man-made language?
4.1.1 Age not sex
4.2 Khurkhul reflecting patriarchy as practiced by the Khurkhul society
4.3 Khurkhul reflecting perceived biology of plants

Chapter 5
5.0 Introduction
5.1 Colour and basic colour terms
5.2 Basic and other color terms in Khurkhul
5.2.1 Basic and related color terms in Khurkhul
5.2.2 Grouping colour terms around a type of thing
5.3. Color in religion and culture of the Khurkhul society
5.3.1 Gender and colour in Khurkhul
5.3.2 Age and colour

5.2.3 Women’s beauty and colour

79
80
83
86
87
88
89
93
93

103
104
106
111
117

121
122
125
127
130
133
135
136
136

Vil



Chapter 6
6.0 Introduction
6.1 Taboo is Universal
6.2 Taboos in Khurkhul
6.2.1 Taboo Related to Death and Disease
6.2.2 Sex Taboo
6.2.3 Forest copulation taboo
6.2.4 Body anatomy Taboo
6.2.5 Taboo related to bodily excretions

6.2.6 Swear words as taboo

Chapter 7
7.0 Introduction
7.1 Proverbs in Khurkhul
7.1.1 Proverb related to the Kinship structure
7.1.2 Proverb related to Gender
7.1.3 Proverb related to Age
7.1.4 Proverb related to social economy

7.1.5 Proverb related to parenting

Conclusion
Appendix
Section |
Section 11
Section 111
Bibliography

Publications

141
142
143
145
146
148
149
151
152

157
158
161
166
170
172
174

179

183
187
211
221

Xiii

viii





