
x 
 

CONTENTS 

 
                   

Abstract                  i-iii 

Declaration          iv 

Certificate          v 

Acknowledgements                 vi-ix 

Contents                  x-xii 

Abbreviations                  xiii 

Maps                 xiv-xv 

List of illustrations            xvi-xvii 

  

Chapter-1 

 

Introduction               1-34    

 The Study 

 Background of the study 

 Rationale of the study 

 Objectives of the study 

 Statement of the problem 

 Research setting 

 Ethical issues 

 The participants 

 Method of data collection 

 Data analysis 

 Review of literature 

 Limitation of the research 

 Organisation of the thesis 

 
 

 

 



xi 
 

 

Chapter-2 

Defining border, boundaries, text and narrative        35-58 

2.1 Understanding border in Cultural Studies   35 

2.2 Towards a new theoretical paradigm for 

 understanding borders     41 

2.3 Borders as text      45 

2.4 Borders and narratives     48 

2.5 Borders and boundaries     52 

Chapter-3 

History of Assam-Arunachal border: Negotiating with the past           59-108 

3.1 The Story of Borders and Boundaries:  

North East India in Perspective     59 

      

3.2 Contextualising and experiencing reorganisation  74 

3.3 Assam-Arunachal border: 1951 notification  85 

3.4 Focus area       97 

Chapter-4 

Reporting the Border: Media narratives and stories      109-142 

4.1 Media Narratives about the Border: 

A Study in Contrast     109 

4.2 Stories about life on the other side of 

 the border: myths and realities    129 



xii 
 

 

 

Chapter-5 

Analyzing narratives from the field         143-214    

5.1 Power and control       145 

5.2 Ethnic identity as shaped by narratives    162 

5.2.1 Shifting identities and spaces    181 

5.3 Boundaries and changing meaning in memories   184 

5.4 Reappearance and disappearance of borders    191 

 

Chapter-6 

         Discussion and Conclusion                                        215-233 

 

Bibliography          234-240 

List of informants         241-243 

Appendix-I          244-246 

Map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    
 


