Acknowledgements

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor Prof.
Shyamanta M Hazarika for his constant support and encouragement during the
entire period of my research. I am indebted to him for accepting me as a research
scholar under his supervision. Completion of my PhD work has been possible
only because of his constant help, support and motivation. He will remain ever as
a source of inspiration and encouragement for me throughout my life. | take this
opportunity to express my gratitude to the members of my Doctoral Committee,
Prof. Utpal Sharma and Prof. Manabendra Bhyuan who often gave me valuable
suggestions during the entire period of my research. | gratefully acknowledge the
valuable comments and suggestions | received at my PhD progress seminars from
Prof. Malay Ananda Dutta, Prof. Dhruba Kumar Bhattacharyya, Prof. Nityananda
Sarma and Dr. Sarat Saharia. | am also thankful to non teaching staff of the
Department of CSE for their help and support in many respects. | also gratefully
acknowledge the support and help | received from my research colleagues in the
Department of CSE. | would specially like to thank Juwesh Binong, Adity Saikia
and Dushyanta Dultta in this regard. | am thankful to all faculty members, research
scholars and students of Tezpur University who contributed to the collection of
my research data. | express my gratitude to all my colleagues in the Department
of Information Technology at Sikkim Manipal Institute of Technology,Sikkim for
extending their help during my research. Finally, | would like to express heartfelt
gratitude to my wife Rupali and son Abhigyan who were the constant source of

inspiration for me during the entire period of my research.

Udayan Baruah



