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Annexure I: GLOSSARY 

1. Aronai: Traditional muffler 

2. Ba: Five 

3. Bakhri:Granary 

4. Bathou: Indigenous religion of the Bodos 

5. Bathoubwrai or Sibwrai: Lord Shiva or father God of Bathou 

6. Bathouburwi or Siburwi: Wife of Lord Shiva of mother God of Bathou 

7. Bathousali: An altar for Bathou 

8. Bathoua Bandwba: The Bathou altar has five ties made of bamboo  

9. Bar: Air 

10. Barkhwnai: Jumping and then sitting up  

11. Bodofa: Father of the Bodos 

12. Dahal sibnai: Sweeping of sword 

13. Dayna/Dayni: Witch 

14. Dev-Devi: Male God and Female God 

15. Deodhai:Original script of the Bodos 

16. Doudini:A women possessed with spirit of God 

17. Douri:A male helper of Doudini 

18. Dwi: Water 

19. Dokhona: Traditional dress of Bodo women, used for covering the whole body 

20. Emao: Medicine that is used for preparing the traditional rice beer 

21. Gamcha: Traditional dress of Bodo men, used for covering the lower part body 

22. Gamini affat: Village union body (sometimes used as village meeting) 

23. Gisip: Item used as hand-fan 

24. Goi: Betel nut 

25. Ha or Bwisumuthi: Earth 

26. Hadan-sifainai: Shifting to forest reserves   

27. Haynamuli:Medicine for attracting love 

28. Haba: Marriage 

29. Ishing: Kitchen 

30. Jaigo: Doing prayers to the God of fire 

31. Jekhai-khobai: Equipments used for fishing 

32. Jotha: Small Cymbal 
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33. Jumai or Jou: Traditional rice beer 

34. Juli: Holy Marriage 

35. Jwnwm janai: Birth 

36. Khada: Basket  

37. Kham: Drum used by the Bodos during festivals and other community gatherings 

38. Khophri: Item worn as hat while raining, usage quality of an umbrella  

39. Mainao: A female God who is regarded as keeper of the house 

40. Mwsakhaori: The one who crazily dance 

41. Na-gwran: Dry fish 

42. Noma-no: A room built for guardian of the house 

43. Obonglaori: Almighty God 

44. Ojha: A person who practices local traditional herbal medicines  

45. Oma-gwran: Dry/smoked pork 

46. Or:Sun/fire 

47.  Okhrang:Sky  

48. Pharle: Traditional scarf worn alongwith Dokhona 

49. Phathwi: Betel leaves 

50. Pujari: Priest 

51. Sandrwi: Equipment used for filtering grains 

52. Santhou: Deep meaning 

53. Serja: String instrument which looks like violin 

54. Sijou: A plant, ‘Euphorbia Splenden’, which is planted in the altar and worshiped 

by the people following Bathou as their religion 

55. Sijoua Siriba: The sijou plant has five spines 

56. Songrai: Equipment use for cleaning grains  

57. Sifung: A flute with five sound hole, used particularly by the Bodos 

58. Sigang: First 

59. Thansali: A platform for religious/community gathering 

60. Thika: Property exchanged with money, for a given period of time 

61. Thou: Deep 

62. Tharkha:Bamboo split used as musical instrument for clapping 

63. Thwinai: Death 

64. Thungri: Sword 

65. Un: Last 
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Annexure II: PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

An area where one of the accused witches was found deceased and the news 

reporters and police personals are seen engaged in their role 

 

 

An area where one of the accused witches was killed 
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This is one of the ill person’s houses who believes that the witch has sent diseases to 

their family. This photograph shows the area where the spirit of a witch (in the 

form of four big black seeds) rolled down from the roof, as the priests, village 

leaders and family members prayed for the ill person so that the disease be cured. 

 

 

The photograph shows one of the ill person’s house where exorcism was done by a 

priest. 
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This photograph shows an area where the spirit of a witch was caught and burnt in 

the fire, led by the mother of the ill person. 

 

Photo of one of the accused witches who was killed by her own family members 

 

 



VI 
 

Entrance gate of a jail where some of the accused witch-hunters are still jailed and 

convicted 

 

 

Voice against witch-hunting by crusader, Birubala Rabha, as portrayed in a TV 

news channel  
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A photo of awareness programmes on witch-hunting in Assam 

 

 

A photo of workshop cum awareness meeting organized by Bodo political leaders 
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Photographs of Motor Cycle Rally in protest against witch-hunting, organized by 

All Bodo Students’ Union (ABSU) 
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Report of incidents of witch-hunting as portrayed in the media of Assam 
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Photo of witchcraft trial where 35 people were accused as witch at once in Assam 

 

 

A photograph of the protest against killing of innocent people in the name of Witch-

Hunting, organized by All Bodo Women Welfare Forum (ABWWF) 
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Photo of audience of the meeting/gathering, busy in listening to the talks on the 

issue of witch-hunting 

 

 

A photo of protest against witch-hunting, mainly demanding for restoration of 

peace in BTAD, organized by ABWWF, Kokrajhar. 
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Annexure III: DOCUMENTS OF SOME CASES OF WITCH-HUNTING 

 

Document of Bodo newspaper report on a case of witch-hunting  

 

The document of a letter sent by the husband of a killed accused witch to the 

president/secretary of his local/village Bodo society. 
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A registered case of witch-hunting in 2008, in which two of the accused witches 

were killed and had been recorded in the police record as a ‘murder case’. It shows 

that culprits/ witch-hunters were not arrested because they remain unknown. 

 

A document of basic information recorded by the police when any witch-hunting 

cases are registered in the police station. The cases are generally held under as 

murder case of Indian Panel Code. 
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Document of a police report on registering a witch-hunting case as a murder case 

 

Document of a registered case of witch-hunting/murder case, in which the names 

and basic detail of arrested and absconding witch-hunters/murderers are registered 

and recorded in  a police station. 
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Police investigation report on a murder case which showed that the person was 

murdered because of practicing witchcraft. 

 

Document of ‘Court hearing’ on a witch-hunting case that got registered as a 

murder case 
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Contd. document of ‘Court hearing’ 
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Annexure IV: QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Two different set of questionnaires, namely, Set A and Set B, have been prepared and 

distributed to two different target groups from ‘Outsider’ in order to analyze the 

outsiders ideas and works done on subject/issue related to witch-hunting. For each and 

every question that is included in the two set of questionnaires, a required space was kept 

for the respondents to write their answers/viewpoints/opinions. 

 Set A Questionnaire have been prepared for and responded by members of civil 

society and social activists of Assam that includes Police officials, NGO Project 

Coordinators, Students’ Union Leaders, Women’s Association leaders and 

Women Organization leaders. 

 

 Set B Questionnaire have been prepared for and responded by academicians and 

students that includes MA students and Research Scholars pursuing in different 

Universities of Assam and Assistant Professors, Associate Professors and 

Professors teaching in Assam. 

 

List of questions included in Set A Questionnaire as distributed/ circulated to members 

of different police stations, non-government organizations and other organizations who 

are aware of witch-hunting: 

1) Are you working or did you work with any issues related to witch-hunting? 

If yes, how many years or months of work? 

2) How many cases of witch-hunting have you dealt with till date? 

3) Did you provide any help to the victims of witch-hunting? 

4) What kind of help (legal, investigative or social support) did you provide them? 

5) Did you organize any awareness programme in areas where witch-hunting 

occurred? 

6) What strategies have you hold in assembling and making aware the people or the 

witch-hunters? 

7) About how many incidents of witch-hunting do you think occurs in Assam every 

year? Please mention in number. 
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8) Do you think there are incidents that don’t get reported to the police? 

9) What do you think is the percentage of reported cases and what percentage do not 

get reported? 

10) Why do you think some cases of witch-hunting are not reported? 

11) What are the major causes of witch hunts among them? Please give your 

viewpoint 

12) What impact does an incident of witch-hunting create on the victim’s family? 

13) What is your say on Impact of witch-hunting on society? 

14) Why do you think are woman mostly targeted as ‘witch’? 

15) What role do you think media play on portrayal of witch-hunting cases? 

16) What do you feel is the reaction of the state and central government towards 

witch hunting? 

17) Are you aware of the “Witch-hunting protection and prevention bill drafted in 

2013? 

18) Do you think that this bill will help in eradicating witch-hunts in Assam? 

If no, how do you think witch hunting can be eradicated from the society? Kindly 

give your suggestion. 

19) What are the remedial measures taken by Assam government for prevention of 

witch-hunting? 

20) What are the organizations in Assam working on subjects related to witch-

hunting? 

21) What difficulties and challenges are being faced by the organizations working on 

matter of witch-hunting? 

22) What are the objectives of your organization regarding witch-hunting? 

23) What kind of strategies do you promote for preventing witch hunts? 

24) What are the achievements your organizations have achieved till date? 

 

List of questions included in Set B Questionnaire as distributed to academicians and 

students: 

1) About how many cases of witch-hunting have you heard/seen till date? 

2) Did you provide any help to the victims of witch-hunting? 
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3) What kind of help (legal, investigative, mental or social support) did you provide 

them? 

4) About how many incidents of witch-hunting do you think occurs in Assam every 

year? Please mention in number. 

5) Do you think there are incidents that don’t get reported to the police? 

6) What do you think is the percentage of reported cases and what percentage do not 

get reported? 

7) Why do you think some cases of witch-hunting are not reported? 

8) What are the major causes of witch hunts among them? Please give your 

viewpoint 

9) What impact does an incident of witch-hunting create on the victim’s family? 

10) What is your say on Impact of witch-hunting on society? 

11) Why do you think are woman mostly targeted as ‘witch’? 

12) What role do you think media play on portrayal of witch-hunting cases? 

13) What do you feel is the reaction of the state and central government towards 

witch hunting? 

14) Are you aware of the “Witch-hunting protection and prevention bill drafted in 

2013? 

15) Do you think that this bill will help in eradicating witch-hunts in Assam? 

If no, how do you think witch hunting can be eradicated from the society? Kindly 

give your suggestions 

16) What are the remedial measures taken by Assam government for prevention of 

witch-hunting? 

17) What are the organizations/institutions in Assam working on subjects related to 

witch-hunting? 

18) What difficulties and challenges are being faced by the organizations/institutions 

working on matter of witch-hunting? 
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