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APPENDIX-1

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

(Unstructured questionnaires for interview.)

1. What is the basic concept of marriage and the kinds of marriage allowed by the customary
laws of the Wancho tribe of Arunachal Pradesh and How is the marriage being conducted as per
the customary laws?

2. Do the customary laws of Wancho allow for polygamous marriage?

3. Are both polygyny and polyandry accepted in society?

4. what are the challenges tribal women suffered due to prevailing practice of polygyny and
force marriage?

5. What are your opinions on bigamy and polygamous marriage? How does it impact society
in general?

6. Are people aware that polygamy is a punishable offence under the Indian Penal Code?

7. Are you aware of the Arunachal Pradesh Recording of Marriage Act, 2008? If so, what are
the positive effects of this Act?

8. Does any Rural Areas Marriage Reporter (as per Section 6 of the Arunachal Pradesh
Recording of Marriage Act, 2008) have been appointed in the rural area?

9. What is the role of the tribal or village council in providing adequate redress to women
against polygamy or issues related to marriage and dissolution of marriage?
10. What are the initiatives taken by the village council and NGO to eradicate polygamous

marriage and forced marriage from the society?



ANNEXURE 2
GOOGLE QUESTIONNAIRE FORM

(Structured Question)

Personal Details:

Q1. Name (optional)*
|

Your answer

Q2. Email*

Your answer

Age*

Your answer

[ | i

Q3. Gender

° Female
° Male
o Any Other

Q4. Occupation

Your answer

5

=]
[ | 2l

Q5. Marital Status:

. Married
o Unmarried
o Widow
o Any Other

Q6. Address (optional)



Your answer

Q7. Have you come across anyone who has married more than once?

° Yes
° No
o Any Other

Q8. What types of marriages have you observed in your area? (Select multiple choices)

o Forced Marriage

o Child Marriage

o Polygamous Marriage
o Levirate Marriage

o Any Other

Q9. Which of the following that you think the main reason that led to polygamy marriage?

. Poverty

o To avoid social problem
J Family Support

o Financial Stability

o Any Other

Q10. Are you aware that marrying twice is (bigamy) punishable offence under the section 494 of
the Indian Penal Code?

° Yes
° No

Q11. What are the challenges tribal women suffered due to prevailing practice of polygyny and
levirate marriage? (Select multiple choices)

o Lead to domestic violence and psychological disturbance among wife.
o Lead to sexual abuse against women.

J Leads to lower education among children.

o Lead to social problem.

o Any Other

Q12. Are you aware of the Arunachal Pradesh Recording of Marriage Act, 2008?

° Yes
) No
o Any Other.

Xi



Q13. Does any Rural or Urban Areas Marriage Reporter (as per Section 6 of the Arunachal
Pradesh Recording of Marriage Act, 2008) have been appointed in your area?

° Yes
° No
o Any Other

Q14. Do you support passing legislation that would abolish polygamy in Arunachal Pradesh and
restore women’s rights to society?

) Yes
° No
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APPENDIX 3
THE ARUNACHAL PRADESH CIVIL COURT ACT, 2021

The Arunachal Pradesh Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

No. 108, Vol. XXVill, Naharlagun, Monday, April 12, 2021 Chaitra 22, 1943 (Saka)

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
LAW, LEGISLATIVE AND JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
CIVIL SECRETARIAT
ITANAGAR

The 12th April, 2021

No. LAW/LEGN-6/2021. —The foliowing Act which was passed by the Arunachal Pradesh
Legisiative Assembly in the Sixth Session of the Seventh Legislative Assembly and received
the assent of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh is hereby published for general information,

(Receaived the assent of the Governor on Sth April, 2021)
THE ARUNACHAL PRADESH CIVIL COURTS ACT, 2021
AN
ACT

to consolidate the law relating te Civil Courts and for establishment of various Civié Courts
for speedy disposal of Civil cases in the State of Arunachal Pradesh and matiers connected
therewith and incidental thereto ;

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Arunachal Pradesh in the
Seventy-second Year of the Republic of India as follows, -
CHAPTER —I|

PRELIMINARY
1. Short title, extent and commencement :
(1) This Act may be called the Arunachal Pradesh Civil Courts Act, 2021
(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Arunachal Pradesh.
(3) N shaill come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazatte.

2. Definitions : Inthis Actuniess the context othenwise requires.
(@) "Assistant Cc issioner" m and includes Assistant Commissioner, Extra
Assistant Commissi , Sub-Divisi 1 Officer and Circle Officer;

(b) “Civil court" means a court of a District Judge, a Court of and Additional District Judge,
a Court of Civil Judge (Senior Division), a Court of Civil Judge (Junior Division) or a
Customary Court including Village Autharities by whatever name called under the
Assam Frontier (Administration of Justice) Regulation, 1945 ;

(c) “Code” means the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act No. 5 of 1908) ;

(d) “Customary Court” means Court of traditional council or authority of a vilage(s) indigenous
to the State by whatever name called, and includes a court of village authorty under
section 5 of the Assam Frontier (Administration of Justice) Regulation, 1945,

(e) “"Deputy Commissioner” means Deputy Commissioner of a district and includes
an Additional Deputy Commissioner as defined under Regulation 2 of the Assam
Frontier (Administration of Justice) Regulation 1945 ;

(fy "District" means a revenue district or such local area as the Government may, from
time to time, notify to be a district for the purposes of this Act ;
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{g) "Gowernor” means the Gevernor of Arunachal Pradesh ;
{h) "Gowernmenl” means the Government of Arunachal Pradesh ;
() “High Court” means the Gauhati High Court ;
) “Notification” means a notification published in the Official Gazelte
(k) “Official Gazette” means The Arunachal Pradesh Gazette ;
(l) “Prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act |
(m) "Section” means a section of this Act ;
(n) *Service® means the Arunachal Pradesh Judicial Service ;
(0) "State” means State of Arunachal Pradesh.
CHAPTER - Il
ESTABLISHMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF CIVIL COURTS
3. Classes of Civil Court :

In addition to the Courts established under any other taw for the time being in force, there
shall be established the following classes of Civil Courts in the State. -

{a) Courtof a District Judge ;
{b) Courtof an Additional District Judge ;
{c) Courtof aCivil Judge (Senior Division) ;
(d) Court of a Civil Judge (Junior Division) ;
(e) Customary Court.

4. Establishment of Courts of District Judge :

(1) There may be establshed by the Governmenl. by notfication, a court of the District
Judge, in consultation with the High Court, for a district or more than one district.

(2) Eachcourtof a District Judge shall be presided over by a Sendor Judge to be called as
District Judge.

5. Establishment of Courts of Additional District Judge :

(1) There may be established by the Governmment, in consultation with the High Court,
such numbers of Ihe Court of Accitional District Judge for a district or more than one district as
may be necessary.

(2) Each Court of an Additional District Judge shall be presided over by a Judge to be
called as Additional District Judge.

6. Establishment of Courts of Civil Judge (Senior Division) :

(1) There may be established by the Government, in consultation with the High Court,
such numbers of the Court of Civil Judge (Senior Division) for a district or more than one district
as may be necessary.

(2} Each Court of a Civil Judge (Senior Division) shall be presided over by a Judge to be
called as Cwil Judge (Senior Division).
7. Establishment of Courts of Civil Judge {Junior Division) :

(1) There may be established by the Govarnment, by notification in each District a Court
of Cinal Judge (Junior Division) or such number of Court of the Civil Judge (Jurkcr Division) as may
be necessary with such jurisdictions in consultation with the High Court.

(2) Each Court of a Civil Judge (Junior Division) shall be presided over by a Judge to be
caled as Civil Judge (Junior Division),

8. Location of Civil Courts :

(1) The place or places at which every Civil Court under this Act shall be fixed may, from
time 1o time, be altered by the Government, in consultation with the High Court.

(2) The place or places so fixed for & Civi Court under sub-section (1) may be within or
outside the local limis of the jurisdiction of that Court.

9. SealofaCivilCourt : EveryCivil Court under this Act, except the Customary Courts,
shall use a seal which shall bear thereon the State emblem with the name of the Court in
English language and shall be, In such form and of such dimensions as the Government may,
in consultation with the High Court, by order determine,
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(4} The local limis of junsdiction of the vacation judge shall be the same as those of the
Court of District Judge concemed and his jurisdiction shall extend to all suits, appeals and
other proceedings pending In or cognizable by any Cwvil Court In the district concerned,

{5) The vacation sudge shall hold his/her court at the place at which Court of District Judge
isnotma!yhddandwsheshaﬂmadminiswmwwoverslmestaﬂofalldvilowmm
the district,

(6) Notwithstanding, the appointment of a vacation judge, every Crvil Court in the district
shall during the period it is adjourned for any vacation be deemed to be closed for the purpose
of section 4 of the Limkation Act, 1963 (Act 36 of 1963).

(7) Appeal from the decree or order of a vacation judge shall, when such appeal is allowed
by law, lie to the High Court.

{8) On the reopening of any Civil Court after any vacation. all suits, appeals and other
proceedings pending before the vacation judge shall stand transferred 1o the Civi Court concermed,
in which it would have been instituted or pending but for the appontment of the Vacation Judge.
Anydwae.orduapfoceedlmpassedbylhevmonpdgeshalbomwlobeadeaee.
order or proceedings passed by the Court concermned.

22. Subordination of Civil Courts :

(1) Subject 10 the other provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder, and any
other law for the time being in force, all Civil Courts except the Customary Courts in a district,
including the staff thereof, shall, subject 1o the control of the High Court, be subordinate to the
Court of Distnct Judge.

(2) The Civi Courts other than a customary court shall maintain such forms, books of
accounts, records, registers and the like, as may be specified by the High Court in consultation
with the Government.

(3) The Government may, for discharging their functions and responsiblites require threugh
the High Court, the Civil Courts 1o furnish to the Government such particulars and information
relating to the working of the courts and other matters as they may call from time to time,

23, Power to invest Civil Judges (Senior Division) with jurisdiction under certain Acts -

(1) The State Government, in consultation with the High Court may. by general or special
order, invest any Civil Judge (Senior Division), within such local limits and subject to such
pecuniary jurisgiction as may be specified in such order, with all or any of the powers of a
District Jutige or 2 Court of District Judge, as the case may be under the Indian Divorce Act,
1869 (4 of 1869) the Indian Succession Act, 1925 (39 of 1925), the Special Marriages Act, 1954
or the Guardian and wards Act, 1890 (8 of 1890) or such other Acts as may be deemed necessary.

(2) Ewveryorder made by a Civil Judge (Senior Division) by virtue of the powers conferred
upon him under sub-section (1) shall ba subject to appeal to the Court of District Judge.

(3) Everyorder of a Court of District Judge, passed on appeal under sub-section (2) from
the order of a Civil Judge (Senior Divisicn) shall be subject 1o an appeal to the High Court under
the rudes contained in the Code applicable to appea's from appellate decrees.

24. Fees for process : Tne High Court shall from time to time, in consullation with the
Government, prescribe and regulate by rules, the fees to be taken for any process issued by
any Civil Court other than Customary Court. Such rule may provide for payment of process fee
in & lump sum in advance along with the plaint.

25. Mode of conferring powers ©  Except as ctherwise provided, any power that may be
conferred by the High Ceurt on any person under this Act, may be conferred on such person
aither by name or by virtue of offica.

26. Power to make rules :

(1) The Government may, in consultation with the High Court, by natfication make
rles 10 carry out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Inparticular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may provide for all or any of the following matters, nametly =«

{a) the manner inwhich the proceedings of each Civil Court shall be keptand recorded ;
(b) regulating the grant of certified copies of papers in Civil Courts ;

(c) regulating the duties and functions of the ministerial staff and officers of the Cwil
Courts.

(d) regulating the issue of licenses by the District Judge of the district to persans 1o act
as petition writers in Civil Courts in that district and the conduct of business by them
and the scale of fees to be charged by them,
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(&) providng penalty of such amount not exceeding one thousand rupees for breach of
the rules made under clause (€) and the authorty who could investigae the breach of

rules and impose the penalty ;
(f) Farms, books, regisiers, recorcs and acoount to be mantained by the Cwvil Courts |

{g) Anyother matter which in the apinicn of the State Government has to be or may be
prescrived for the effective enforcament of the Act and the administration of the Coun's.

(h) Anyother matter including functoning of Customary Courts foe effective enforcement
af the AcL.

27. Amendment of the Assam Frontier (Administration of Justice) Regulation,
1945 (No. 1 of 1945) :

{1) Inthe Assam Frontier (Administration of Justice) Regulation, 1945 (No. 10f 1945),
hereinafter refared %o a5 the Prncipal Regulation, from the date of commencement of this Act -

(1) In section 15, the words “the Deputy Commissioner, the Assistant Commissioner
and"® shall ba deleted.

(W) Sections 16, 17 shall be deleted.

(i) Insection 24, for the words, "Assistant Commissiones”, the words "District Sessions
Court” shall be substituted

(iv) Sections, 26, 26, 27 and 28 shall be deleted.

(v} In section 36, the words “the deputy Commissianer, the Assistant Commissiones
and” shall be deleted.

(vi) Sections 37, 38 and 39 shall be deleled.
(vi) In section 40, for the existing entrias, the following shal be substituted ;-

*The vilage suthoreias shall try all suits without limit of value, in which both the
parties are indigancus ta the State of Arunachal Pradesh”

(viii) In section 41, for the words and figures, "Rupees 500" the words and figures,
"Rupees 5000 shall be substituted.

(ix) In section 42, for the words and figures, "Rupees 5000" the words and figures
"Rupees 50,000° shall be substiluled.

{x) Sub-section {2) of section 44 shall be deleted

{xl) Sub-section (2) of section 45 shall be deleted.

(xil) Sections 46,47 48 49 80, 51, 52, 53 and 55 shall be celeted.
(xill) Sub-sectans (2) #nd (3) of section 56 shall be deleted.

(xiv) In sections 57, 58 and 59 for the werds "Deputy Commissioner” ard "Assistant
Commissoner” the words, "Vilage authorities” shall be substituted

{xv} Inthe Principal Regulation, for the word “Administrator® wherever appears the words
“State Government” shal be substituted,

{xvi) Inthe Principal Regulation, for the weeds "Union Teerilory” wherever appear the word
“State” shall be subslituted.

26, Validation :

{1) The previous operation of the Assam Frontier (Administration of Justice) Reguiation,
1945 as amended from time to time, and anything done or any action taken thereof in 50
far as it is no! incensistent with the pravisions of ths Act be desmed 1o have been done of
taken under the coesponding provisions of this Act and shall continue to be in force unless ard
untl the same |s altered or amendext.

(2) Notwithstanding anything comained in any otner law for the lime being in force, any
proceeding, suit pending in ary Civit Court before commencement of this Act o any decree,
orders passed by any such court shall be valid.

29 Powerto remove difficulties : If any difficulty arises in giving effect 1o the provisions
of this Act, the Government mary, by order, not nconsistent with the peovisions of he Act remove
such difficulty,
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