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APPENDICES

QUESTIONNAIRES DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE SUMI OF NAGALAND

Dear Respondent,

[ am NGUTOLI Y SWU, a PhD Research Scholar in the Department of
Cultural Studies, Tezpur University working on my thesis “Tangible and
Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Siimi Naga: A Source of Identity, Diversity and
Creativity”. In order to enable me to complete the above mentioned study and to
recommend remedial measures for the preservation of the Siimi cultural
heritage which will be beneficial for the community for posterity, I request you
to kindly give your honest views. Your insights and perspective are important
and valuable for my research. Please feel free to give your honest responses.

The confidentiality of the information provided by you is completely assured.

Personal Details

Name:

Age

Gender: Male Female

Educational Qualification:

Email id:
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Please tick whichever is applicable to you

1. I can speak Siimi language-
(a) Fluently
(b) Average
(c) Hardly/barely
(d) Cannot speak Siimi at all though my parents are Stimi
2. Ispeak
(a) Siimi language at home
(b) Assamese at home
(c) Hindi at home
(d) Other languages at home
3. My parents speaks
(a) Siimi language at home
(b) Assamese at home
(c) Hindi at home
(d) Other languages at home
4. 1 am more comfortable/I prefer
(a) Speaking Stimi
(b) Speaking English
(c) Speaking Hindi
(d) Speaking Assamese
5. How many Siimi folktales do you know?
(a) 1to 5
(b) 5to 10
(c) More than 10
(d) None
6. Do you know the village from where your forefathers migrated to the present
location?
(a) Yes
(b) No
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(c) Not sure
7. Does the Siimi in Upper Assam practise weaving?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Not sure
8. Do you own any Siimi traditional attire?
(a) Yes
(b) No
If your answer is No
9. What is the reason for not owning any?
(a) Expensive
(b) Not available
(c) I don’t like wearing it
10. Where do you wear Siimi traditional attires?
(a) Church
(b) Social gatherings
(c) As a fashion statement
11. Do you know the significance of the Siimi traditional attires?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Not sure
12. Which Siimi women ornaments are known to you? Tick the ones you know/have
heard of.
(a) Tsiikoli
(b) Akditsti kiikha
(c) Akiche la chi
(d) Achiku
(e) Achuna chi
(f) Akiisa li

(g) Asapu
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(h) Achichugho
(1) Akucho mulu
(j) Akucho
13. Which Siimi men’s ornaments are known to you? Tick the ones you know/have heard
of
(a) Avabo
(b) Aghachomhi
(c) Akinislipha
(d) Aminihu
(e) Amiilakiixa
(f) Akiihaghi
(g) Auchikiikha
(h) Astikhi
(1) Asapu
(j) Astikiida mini
(k) Apukhu kikhi
(I) Asholha
(m)Aziito
(n) Aziita
(0) Angu
14. Can you recite any Siimi Leshele?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
15. Which Siimi mekhala cannot be worn?
(a) Aminikimiji
(b) Kiyepu mini
(c) Aghiikiyi mini
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

Which Siimi men’s shawl was to be worn only by a feast giver?
(a) Apu-Asii ghumi
(b) Avikiyiphi
(c) Asiikiidaphi
Do you have any interest to go back to the Siimi ancestral villages and learn about the
Siimi oral tradition?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Do you want to stay connected with the Siimis of Nagaland?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Do you know the story of migration of the Siimi to Upper Assam?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Never heard
Given a chance which would you prefer?
(a) Stand strongly rooted in your identity as a Stimi
(b) Adopt the culture of the majority
(¢) Mixture of both
Have you ever felt curious to learn about the Siimi oral tradition or cultural heritage?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Whom do you approach when you have any questions about the Siimi cultural
practices and history?
(a) Grandparents/elders in the community
(b) Parents

(c) No one reliable to ask
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Do you feel the elders in your community are making efforts to pass the knowledge of
the Siimi cultural heritage to the younger generation?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Have you ever heared of the Apuki/lliki?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Do you know about the practise of Aloji?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Which Siimi cultural heritage is popular among the young people?
(a) Wearing the traditional attires, ornaments
(b) Singing folk songs and dance
(c) Retelling the oral stories
Do you think the Siimi in Nagaland should reach out more to you in order to let you
stay connected to your roots?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Given a chance would you prefer staying here in Assam or go back to Nagaland?
(a) Stay back
(b) Go to Nagaland
(c) Neutral
Do you think being a tribal and a Christian give people from other community the
chance to discriminate you?
(a) Yes
(b) No
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

3s.

36.

(c) Neutral
Have you ever heard of the Indian Army operation?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral

Do you want the next generation to stand firm in their identity as a Siimi or engage in

mix and match so that your community will be accepted by others?

(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
If you are a man would you prefer marrying a Siimi woman?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
If you are a woman, would you prefer marrying a Siimi man?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
The Siimi practise dowry system, do you agree?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
How many Siimi proverbs and sayings do you know?
(a) 1-5
(b) 5-10
(c) None
How many folk songs can you sing?
(a) 1-5
(b) More than 5
(c) None
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37. Do you know how to perform folk dance?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
38. Are you interested in learning folk songs?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
39. Who taught you how to sing folk song?
(a) Grand parents
(b) Elders
(c) Parents/friends
40. Do you know any Siimi folk instruments?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
41. Do you know how to make axone?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
42. Have you ever shared Siimi food with people from other community?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
43. How was the response of people from other community towards Siimi food?
(a) Good
(b) Bad
(c) Neutral
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44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

Do you know the significance of Tuluni festival?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Can you recite the months of the year in Siimi?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Are the Ahuna and Tuluni the only Siimi festivals from forefathers’ time?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Have you ever heard of the charm stones that has the power to make its owner rich?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Have you heard stories about tiger men/women?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
Do you support using folk tune in the church Worship?
(a) Yes
(b) No
(c) Neutral
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QUESTIONNAIRES DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE SUMI YOUTH OF
UPPER ASSAM

Dear Respondent,

Iam NGUTOLI Y SWU, a PhD Research Scholar in the Department of
Cultural Studies, Tezpur University working on my thesis “Tangible and
Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Siimi Naga: A Source of Identity, Diversity and
Creativity”. In order to enable me to complete the above mentioned study and to
recommend remedial measures for the preservation of the Siimi cultural
heritage which will be beneficial for the community for posterity, I request you
to kindly give your honest views. Your insights and perspective are important
and valuable for my research. Please feel free to give your honest responses.

The confidentiality of the information provided by you is completely assured.

Personal Details

Name:

Age

Gender: Male Female

Educational Qualification:

Email id:
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Please tick whichever is applicable to you

1. I can speak Siimi language-
a. Fluently
b. Average
c. Hardly/barely

d. Cannot speak Siimi at all though my parents are Stimi

N

. I speak
a. Siimi language at home
b. Assamese/Nagamese at home
c. Hindi at home

d. Other languages at home

w

. My parents speaks
a. Siimi language at home
b. Assamese at home
c. Hindi at home
d. Other languages at home
4. 1 am more comfortable/I prefer
a. Speaking Stimi
b. Speaking English
c. Speaking Hindi

d. Speaking Assamese
5. How many Siimi folktales do you know?
a. l1to5
b. 5to 10
c. More than 10
d. None
6. Do you know the village from where your forefathers migrated to the present location?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Not sure
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7. Does the Siimi in Upper Assam practise weaving?

a. Yes
b. No
c. Not sure

8. Do you own any Siimi traditional attire?
a.Yes
b.No

If your answer is No

9. What is the reason for not owning any?
a. Expensive
b. Not available

c.  Idon’tlike wearing it
10. Where do you wear Siimi traditional attires?

a. Church
b.Social gatherings
c.As a fashion statement

11. Do you know the significance of the Siimi traditional attires?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Not sure

12. Which Siimi women ornaments are known to you? Tick the ones you know/have

heard of.

a.Tstikoli
b.Akditstikiikha
c.Akichhelachi
d.Achiku
e.Achunachi
f.Aktisali
g.Asapu
h.Achichugho
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1.Akuchomulu
k.Akucho
13. Which Siimi men’s ornaments are known to you? Tick the ones you know/have
heard of
a.Avabo
b.Aghachomhi
c.Akinisiipha
d.Aminihu
e.Amiilakiixa
f.Akiihaghi
g.Auchikiikha
h.Asiikhi
1.Asapu
j.Astiikiida mini
k.Apukhu kikhi
l.Asholha
m.Aziito
n.Azita
0.Angu
14.  Can you recite any Siimi Leshele?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
15.  Which Siimi mekhala cannot be worn by all women?
a.Aminikimiji
b.Kiyepu mini
c.Aghiikiyi mini
16.  Which Siimi men’s shawl was to be worn only by a feast giver?
a.Apu-Asii ghumi
b.Avikiyiphi
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

c.Astikiidaphi

Do you have any interest to go back to the Siimi ancestral villages and learn about

the Siimi oral tradition?

a.Yes

b.No

c.Neutral

Do you want to stay connected with the Siimis of Nagaland?
a.Yes

b.No

c.Neutral

Do you know the story of migration of the Siimi to Upper Assam?
a.Yes

b.No

c.Never heard

Given a chance which would you prefer?

a.Stand strongly rooted in your identity as a Stimi

b.Adopt the culture of the majority

c.Mixture of both

Have you ever felt curious to learn about the Siimi oral tradition or cultural

heritage?

a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral

Whom do you approach when you have any questions about the Siimi cultural

practices and history?

a.Grandparents/elders in the community
b.Parents
c.No one reliable to ask

Do you feel the elders in your community are making efforts to pass the knowledge

of the Siimi cultural heritage to the younger generation?
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a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
24.  Have you ever heard of the Apuki/lliki?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
25. Do you know about the practise of Aloji?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
26. Which Siimi cultural heritage is popular among the young people?
a.Wearing the traditional attires, ornaments
b.Singing folk songs and dance
c.Retelling the oral stories
27. Do you think the Siimi in Nagaland should reach out more to you in order to let you
stay connected to your roots?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
28. Given a chance would you prefer staying here in Assam or go back to Nagaland?
a.Stay back
b.Go to Nagaland
c.Neutral
29. Do you think being a tribal and a Christian give people from other community the

chance to discriminate you?

a. Yes
b. No
c. Neutral

30. Have you ever heard of the Indian Army operation in Nagaland?
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a. Yes
b. No
c. Neutral
31. Do you want the next generation to stand firm in their identity as a Siimi or engage in

mix and match so that your community will be accepted by others?

a. Yes
b. No
c. Neutral

32. If you are a man would you prefer marrying a Siimi woman?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
33. If you are a woman, would you prefer marrying a Siitmi man?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
34. The Siimi practise dowry system, do you agree?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Don’t know
35. How many Siimi proverbs and sayings do you know?
a.l-5
b.5-10
c.None
36. How many folk songs can you sing?
a.l-5
b.More than 5
c.None
37. Do you know how to perform folk dance?

a.Yes
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

b.No

c.Neutral

Are you interested in learning folk songs?

a.Yes

b.No

c.Neutral

Who taught you how to sing folk song?

a.Grand parents

b.Elders

c.Parents/friends

d.None

Do you know any Siimi folk instruments?

a.Yes

b.No

c.Neutral

Do you know how to make axone?

a.Yes

b.No

c.Neutral

Have you ever shared Siimi food with people from other community?
a.Yes

b.No

c.Neutral

How was the response of people from other community towards Siimi food?
a.Good

b.Bad

c.Neutral

Do you know the significance of Tuluni festival?
a.Yes

b.No
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45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

c.Neutral
Can you recite the months of the year in Siimi?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
Are the Ahuna and Tuluni the only Siimi festivals from forefathers’ time?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Can’t say
Have you ever heard of the charm stones that has the power to make its owner rich?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
Have you heard stories about tiger men/women?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
Do you support using folk tune in the church Worship?
a.Yes
b.No
c.Neutral
My lack of Siimi language and cultural knowledge, if any, is due to
a.My lack of interest
b.My parents’ failure to impart such knowledge

c.Society setting
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RESEARCH PAPERS PUBLISHED

Research Papers Published

1.

ii.

1il.

“Degeneration of ‘Memory’: the case of Siimi Naga”, (co authored with Dr Juri Gogoi
Konwar) a paper published in the Journal of the Indian Anthropological Society, Soc
56(2): 138-153 (2021), ISSN 0019-4387. (UGC CARE List)

“Understanding the Siimi Naga Death Rituals and Customs” a paper published in the
Historical Approaches of Rituals and Customs in Nagaland and Tamilnadu, ISBN 978-
81-957103-8-6.

‘Preservation of Intangible Cultural Heritage: A Comparison Between Nagas and the
Indigenous People of East Africa’ a paper published in the edited book ‘The Cultural
Heritage of Nagaland’, Routledge: London, eBook ISBN 9781003362807, December
2022

Research Paper Presented

1l.

“Deconstructing the Fallacy on the Siimi Bride Price”, paper presented at the National
Seminar on ‘Kelhou Zho — Cultural Heritage among the Tribes of Nagaland: Balancing
Tradition and Modernity’ organized by Culture Study Centre, Baptist College, Kohima in
collaboration with Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, North East Regional
Centre, Guwahati on 24th and 25th September 2019.

“Degeneration of ‘Memory’: The Case of Siimi Naga”, paper presented at the ICSSR
Sponsored Two-Day International Seminar on ‘Heritage, Culture and Identity:
Renegotiating Spaces of Memory in a Time of Rapid Urbanisation” organised by Sarat
Centenary College in collaboration with West Bengal Heritage Commission on 20th and

21st January 2020.
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1il.

iv.

V1.

Vil.

viil.

1X.

“The Invisible Cloak of Cultural Appropriation among the Millenial Naga”, a paper
presented at the International Webinar organized by Naga Scholars Association from
26th to 28th November 2020

Delivered a lecture titled ‘The Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Siimi.:
Interconnectedness’ on 22™ November 2021 during the ‘Celebration of World Heritage
Week’ organised by the Department of Cultural Studies, Tezpur University from 19" to
25™ November 2021.

‘Equality: A Myth or Reality for the Naga Women’, a paper presented at the ICSSR
Sponsored National Seminar on ‘The Quest for Emancipation Intellectual Traditions
among the Dalits and Tribes in India’ organized by the Department of History, Tetso
College in collaboration with Sacred Heart College, Vellore on 10™ and 11™
2022.

February

‘Understanding the Stimi Death Rituals and Customs’ , resource person at the National
Webinar organized by Zunheboto Government College in collaboration with P G &
Research Department of History, C Abdul Hakeem College (Autonomous) Melvisharam,
Tamilnadu and Thonmam Historical Research Centre and Trust, Harur, Tamilnadu on
11" February 2022

‘Cultural Heritage and Indigenous People’, resource person at the State Level
Consultative Meet with All Tribal Hohos on Documentation of Traditional Attires,
Motifs, Designs and Ornaments on 23" May 2022 at Kohima.

‘Field Methods and Ethics in Oral Data Collection’, resource person at the Orientation
Workshop on Documentation of Traditional Attires, Designs, Motifs and Ornaments on
11™ August 2022 at Kohima.

‘Custodians or Desecrators?: A Critical Study of Naga Women on Culture’ a paper
presented at the One Day National Seminar on ‘Role of Women in the Preservation of
Cultural Heritage in North East India’ organized by North East Zone Cultural Centre
(NEZCC) and Immanuel college Dimapur on 13" October 2022.

‘Memory’ of the Siimi Naga: Understanding its Source, a paper presented at the 19
IUAES-WAU World Anthropology Pre-Congress Anthropology In/Of the Future on and
and 3" August 2023.
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AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS

1. Awarded the Nehru Trust UK Visiting Fellowship 2022 - 2023 to ‘Document the Siimi

Cultural Materials at Pitt Rivers Museum, University of Oxford’.
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