TABLE OF CONTENTS

Contents Page No.
Abstract I-v
Declaration vi
Certificate of the Supervisor vii
Acknowledgements viii-ix
Tables of Contents X-XiV
List of Tables XV
List of Images XVi
Abbreviation XVii
Map | Parliamentary Constituencies of Assam (After Delimitation) XViii
Map Il Mangaldoi Parliamentary Constituency XiX
Map Il Tezpur Parliamentary Constituency XX
Map IV Jorhat Parliamentary Constituency XXI
CHAPTER 1 1-54
Introduction
1.1  Introduction 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem 3
1.3  Significance of the study 9
1.4  Major Research Questions 11
1.5 Objectives of the Study 12
1.6 Concepts 12
1.6.1 Voting Behaviour 12
1.6.2 Religion 12
1.6.3 Electoral behaviour 13
1.6.4 Hindu, Hindutva and Hindu Nationalism 13
1.6.5 Neo-Hindutva 14
1.7  Theoretical Framework 14
1.8  Review of Literature 16
1.9 Methodology 39
1.9.1 Selection of the Field 39



1.9.2 Method of data collection 40

1.9.3 Sources of Data 40
1.9.4 Profile of Sample Constituencies 40
1.9.4.1  Nalbari (Sadar) 40
1942  Tezpur 41
1.9.43  Jorhat 41
1.10 Chapter Schematisation 42
References 44-54
CHAPTER 2 55-93
Bharatiya Janata Party: Organizational Structure, Functioning and Ideological
Principles
2.1 Introduction 56
2.2  Bharatiya Janata Party: Organizational Structure and Functioning 56
2.2.1. National Level 57
2.2.1.1 The Party Plenary Consultation 57
2.2.1.2 National Council 58
2.2.1.3 The National Executive: 58
2.2.1.3.1 The National President: 58
2.2.1.3.2 Vice-President 58
2.2.1.3.3 General Secretary 58
2.2.1.3.4 Secretary 58
2.2.1.3.5 Spokesperson 58
2.2.1.3.6 Treasurer 59
2.2.1.4 Parliamentary Wing of the Party 59
2.2.1.4.1 The Parliament 59
2.2.1.4.2 The Parliamentary Executive Committee 59
2.2.1.5. Morchas 60
2.2.1.6  Special Agencies 60
2.2.2 State Party Organization 60
2.2.2.1 State Council 60
2.2.2.2 State Executive 61
2.2.2.2.1 State Election Committee 61
2.2.3 District Committee 61

Xi



2.2.4 Mandal Committee
2.2.5 Gram Kendra/Shahari Kendra
2.2.6 Local Committee:
2.3 ldeological Principles of BJP
2.4 BJP and the RSS Connection
2.5  Supportive Organizations:
251 RSS
2.5.2 The Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS)
2.5.3 Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
2.5.4  Vishwa Hindu Parishad
5.5.5 Vidya Bharati
2.5.6. Seva Bharati
2.5.7. Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram
2.5.8 Bajrang Dal
2.6 The Role of Affiliated Organizations in Assam and Northeast
2.7  Organizational Expansion in Assam
2.8  Organizational Expansion in other Northeastern States
2.9  The Struggle for an Entry Point
2.10 The political Journey of BJP in Assam
References

CHAPTER 3
Electoral Politics in Assam: Historical Trends and the Role of Religion
3.1 Introduction
3.2 Understanding communal politics of Assam from Historical Perspective
3.2.1 Pre-Independence period
3.2.1.1  Year 1891 —1901:
3.2.1.2  Year 1906 — 1912
3.2.1.3  Yearl907 - 1915
3.21.4  Yearl912 - 1920:
3.2.15  Year 1920 — 1947:
3.2.1.6 1946 provincial election:
3.2.2  Post-Independence period:
3.3  Electoral Trend from 2006 to 2021: Analysis from the Research Sites

Xii

62
62
62
62
68
70
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
77
79
81
83
86
89-93

94-122

94
95
95
95
96
96
97
98
99
99
112



3.3.1 Nalbari Vidhan Sabha Constituency and Mangaldoi
parliamentary Constituency

3.3.2 Tezpur Vidhan Sabha Constituency and Tezpur parliamentary
Constituency

3.3.3 Jorhat Vidhan Sabha Constituency and Jorhat Parliamentary

Constituency

References

CHAPTER 4

Voting Behavior of the Electorates vis-a-viz Caste, Ethnic and Religious

Groups

4.1
4.2

4.3

4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8
4.9
4.10
411
412
4.13
414
4.15
4.16
4.17
4.18
419
4.20
4.21

Introduction

Political Parties, Electoral Politics and Voting Behavior: Vidhan Sabha
Election

Political Parties, Electoral Politics and Voting Behavior: Lok Sabha
Election

Question of Security

The Modi wave and BJP factor

AGP — BJP alliance

Voting as Hindus

For or against the Congress

Caste and Voting Behaviour:

Government Policies, Candidate and Voting Behaviour:
Religious Programmes, Rituals and Voting Behaviour:

The new Members of right-wing organizations

Love Jihad, Cow Slaughter and Voting Behaviour:

National Interest and Voting Behaviour

New Hindus and New Muslims and Voting Behaviour
Reaction among Muslims

Muslim support to AGP

Pre-Poll alliance of Congress-AIUDF and voting behavior:
Anti CAA movement, regional sentiments and voting behavior:
Who is Miya and who is Asomiya?

Otherisation of Miyas

Xiii

112

115

118

121-122

123-177

123
123

126

129
131
133
133
138
140
146
150
155
155
158
159
161
163
164
167
171
174



References

CHAPTERS

The Manifestation of Politico-Religious Ideologies

5.1 Introduction

5.2 Rituals and Festivals

5.3  Cultural Appropriation

5.4  Love Jihad and Cow Slaughter

5.5 RSS Pada Sanchalana

5.6  The new conflict of interest in Society

5.7 RSS camps: Insights from the field

5.8  Exclusivist nature of buying and Selling of Land
5.9 Banon Madrasas

5.10 Eviction, Encounter and the Communal Angle to it
5.11 The Dichotomy within BJP-RSS

5.12 Muslim and other Non-Assamese Community’s Reaction

References

CHAPTER 6

Summary and Conclusion

6.1 Summary of the Chapters
6.2 Conclusion

Reference

BIBLIOGRAPHY

ANNEXURES

) Semi Structured Interview Schedule for the General Citizen

i)  Semi Structured Interview Schedule for the members and leaders of

Political Parties/ affiliate organizations.

Xiv

176-177

178-204

178
180
184
185
191
192
194
195
196
198
199
200
203-204

205-37

205
232
234-237

238-253

A-1
A-3



	03_content

