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Annexure 1 

Presentation of Survey Data 

This section presents the findings from the survey among informed youth in the research 

setting, viz the states of Assam, Tripura, Sikkim, and Meghalaya. As the exercise could not 

lead to any generalisations which the application of the survey method usually necessitates 

(Tanner, 2002, p. 89), the researcher has decided to present the findings of the survey; 

sampling, the process and the reasons for the same have been described in section 4.5 Survey 

under chapter 4: Research Methodology; in the annexure section of this thesis. As the 

questions in the schedule were designed based on the objectives of the study; being 

categorised under broad heads that correspond to the research questions; the presentation of 

the data has been categorised as such. 

Demographic Data 

This section of the survey deals with the basic demographic profile of the sampled units who 

were surveyed as part of this investigation in the four states that were selected for the study. 

 

Figure 24: Gender Distribution 

57% of the respondents to 

the schedule were female 

and 43% were male. 

 

Figure 25: State of Residence 

Of the 152 respondents, 

30% were from Assam, 

24% from Tripura, 25% 

from Meghalaya and 21% 

from Sikkim. 
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Figure 26: Professions to which the respondents identified 

 

91 of the 152 respondents 

identified themselves in the 

‘others’ category, in terms of 

profession. 43 identified as 

media professionals, 15 as 

teachers and 3 as community 

leaders. 

 

Figure 27: Educational Qualification 

Of the 152 respondents, 119 

were graduates and 33 others 

already held a postgraduation 

degree. 

  

General Information 

This section provides general information about the respondents who were sampled for this 

study. This includes information on their media consumption habits, preference of language 

etc. which are relevant and provide details about the suitability of the respondents for the 

study. 
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Figure 28: The most reliable sources of News 

Of the 152 respondents, 

34% think newspapers are 

the most reliable source of 

news; 32% think it is the 

social media, followed by 

20% for websites and 14% 

for television.  

 

Figure 29: Newspaper readership Data 

On reading habit, 52% 

mentioned that they read 

newspapers sometimes; 

20% said that they did it 

often; 8% very often; 16% 

rarely read them and 4% 

very rarely read 

newspapers. 

 

Figure 30: Preferred Language 

52% of the respondents 

prefer reading newspapers 

in the both English and 

their local language, while 

45% prefer reading 

exclusively in English. 

Only 3% preferred reading 

in their local language. 

Newspapers
34%

Television
14%

Social Media
32%

Websites
20%

8%

20%

52%

16%

4%

Very Often Often Sometimes Rarely Very Rarely

45%

3%

52%

English Vernacular Both



iv 

 

 

Figure 31: Voting Percentage among Sample Population 

84% of the respondents, 

surveyed for the study had 

voted in the 2019 elections 

to the lower house of the 

Indian Parliament.  

 

The Interplay between Religion, Elections and the Press 

 

Figure 32: Perceptions on the use of religion by politicians during elections 

Source: Primary data, illustrated by researcher 

The visual representation above, indicates the perceptions that the surveyed sampled units 

have on the use of religion by politicians during elections to polarise the discourse which 

would often leads to the othering of certain groups; in the states selected for the study viz. 

Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim, and Tripura. On the five-point scale which ranges from 
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‘strongly disagree’ to ‘strongly agree,’ most respondents seem to be inclined towards the 

‘strongly agree’ part of the scale. With reference to the use of vote-bank politics, most 

respondents agree that it is used extensively; of the 152 respondents, 58; meaning 38%; 

agree while 44; meaning 29%; strongly agree. On being asked if newspapers reports 

contributed to the electoral choice during the 2019 general elections to the lower house of 

the Indian Parliament, the respondents were mostly in the spectrum of ‘neutral’ to ‘agree’. 

While 55; viz.36%; agreed, 50; viz. 32%; were neutral to the statement. On being asked if 

newspapers reportage on political campaigns, in general, contribute to the voting decisions 

made by voters, of all the respondents 74; viz. 48%; agreed while 34; viz. 22%; strongly 

agreed. 77; viz. 50%; on being asked if they thought that politicians had a control over the 

news being published in the newspapers, agreed; 42; viz. 29%; strongly agreed. On being 

asked if politicians tend to polarise people on religious lines, 67; viz. 44%; agreed and 41; 

viz. 26%; strongly agreed. 

Minority Opinion and Discourse on Media 

 

Figure 33: Representation of Minority Opinions in Media Discourse 

Source: Primary data, illustrated by researcher 

The visual representation in Figure 33 indicates the perceptions that the surveyed sampled 

units have on the representation of the minority opinions on the discourse in the media. On 

being asked if, the respondents thought that, offensive content on religious groups should 
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not be published; the opinions were divided. While there were 44; viz. 29%; who disagreed, 

48; viz. 31%; agreed but the fact the 22; viz. 14.4%; strongly agreed could indicate that the 

sampled units believed that offensive content should not be published; meaning a 

prioritisation of responsibility over freedom of the press. Likewise, on being asked if 

newspapers only represented opinions of privileged groups, the respondents seemed to be 

primarily in agreement with 68, viz. 44.7%; of the respondents expressing agreement to the 

statement. On being queried if newspapers are obligated to inclusively represent the opinions 

of all, bulk of the respondents: 77; viz. 50%; agreed. 

Authenticity of news reports in the Print Media 

 

Figure 34: Perception on the authenticity of news reports 

Source: Primary data, illustrated by researcher 

A measure of the perceptions on the set of statements on authenticity of news reports in the 

print media, indicate that there seems to be a confusion among the respondents if news 

reports in their respective states; viz. Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim, and Tripura; tend to lean 

towards party affiliations. The trends from the visual representation of data on the perception 

of the respondents seem to indicate that there is a polarisation among informed youth on this 

matter; for instance, while most of the respondents; 52, viz. 34% agree that the newspapers 

in their respective states are generally unbiased, 7, 4% strongly agree; taking the respondents 

who are on the agreeable spectrum to 38%, on the other hand 56; viz. 43+13; 37%; 
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respondents are on the disagreement spectrum; which is quite close to each-other indicating 

a possible perceived polarisation of discourse on the print media. 

Polarisation of Public Discourse 

 

Figure 35: Polarisation of Public Discourse 

Source: Primary data, illustrated by researcher 

Figure 35, which visually represents data on the polarisation of public discourse in the states 

selected for the study; viz. Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim and, Tripura; indicates interesting 

results. While most respondents thought that the idea of secularism in India is problematic 

and hence requires re-evaluation; 59; viz. 39%; agreed and 51; viz. 33%; strongly agreed. 

Again, when asked if conservative politics brought a balance to political discourse, most of 

the respondents were inclined towards disagreement; 25; viz. 16%; disagreed and 26; viz. 

17%; strongly disagreed while 56; viz. 37% were neutral. The responses to the two 

statements are in fact contradictory to each other, while the sampled units believed that 

secularism; as a concept; must be re-evaluated they still problematised the proliferation of 

right wing; viz. Hindu nationalistic; political discourse. The proliferation of Hindu 

nationalist assertion would in fact redefine the idea of secularism, as it exists. The researcher, 

therefore, thinks that these are arbitrary trends in the data, which could only be attributed to 

idiopathic tendencies among the respondents who were administered with the schedule of 

questions. 
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Majoritarian Discourses and the Press 

 

Figure 36: Perceptions on the Proliferation of Majoritarian Discourses in the Media 

Source: Primary data, illustrated by researcher 

Figure 36, which visually represents data on the perceptions regarding the proliferation of 

majoritarian discourses in the media, in the respective states; viz. Assam, Meghalaya, 

Sikkim, and Tripura; indicates that most of the respondents think that there has been an 

attempt to proliferate majoritarian discourses using the press. Perceptions on the emphasis 

on Hindu nationalist discourses indicate that, 54 of the 152; viz. 36%; think that news reports 

have started emphasising on the same. Again, on being asked if the rise of the BJP has had 

any effect on the discourses in the press; 76 of the 152; viz. 50%; think that the party has 

received higher coverage in the news reports. 72 of the 152; viz. 47%; think that incumbent 

governments have higher representation in the press. 

On being asked; specifically, about the English press; 77 of the 152; viz. 51%; thought that 

they chose agendas; for their news reports; based on party affiliation. With reference to the 

use of the English press, by political leaders, for mobilisation of the public, 48; viz. 32%; 

agreed and 26; viz. 17%; strongly agreed. 
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Annexure 2 

Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in Assam 

1. There is ongoing discourse that the media in general and print media is being 

managed by the state machinery. What according to you has been the observable 

changes in the English media discourse of Assam with emphasis on 2014 and then 

2016 and then again in 2019?  

2. Do you see a polarisation of opinions and the same being reflected in the print media 

of Assam? (Both language and English press) 

3. In general, is political news tilted towards the ruling party? 

4. In the indigeneity v/s non-indigeneity discourse, what is your opinion the 

representation of the same in the media discourse? (With reference to the 

implementation of CAA and the same having little or no impact in the election 

results) 

5. Where would you categorise the ideological position of the newspapers in Assam? 

(With reference to the state assembly elections of 2021 and BJP victory even after 

passing of CAA which was widely unpopular) 

Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in Sikkim 

1. What are the newspapers that you normally read? 

2. It has been a general trend in Sikkim a tendency to promote only regional politics 

and there is limited presence of the national parties here. In August 2019 ten MLAs 

moved from the SDF to the BJP, why do you think something like that has happened? 

How did the media cover this moving of the MLAs? 

3. Would you say that the media in Sikkim and particularly print media is relatively 

unbiased, in the context of identity assertions? 

4. There are predominantly three communities in Sikkim, Nepalis, Lepchas and 

Bhutias. How are the inter-community relations? Is there any inter-community 

conflict? 

5. So, corresponding to the representation of the BJP in the state and the BJP at the 

Centre, does this have any effect on the media scene in Sikkim, print media in 

particular? 

6. The print media in Sikkim, is it more rural oriented or urban oriented? Who controls 

the media scene in Sikkim? What are the ownership patterns? 
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Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in Tripura 

1. Tripura has had very ideologically inclined governments in the past. There was the 

left which was in power and now there is the BJP, so how has the practice of 

journalism evolved in the state of Tripura, in this context? 

2. Has there been an attempt to manage the media discourse by the incumbent 

Governments? Is there an advertising angle to this? Has there been a change in the 

discourse after the rise of the BJP? 

3. Are all discourses represented in the newspapers in Tripura- religious and ethnic? 

Do you have representation of various ethnic and religious groups in your 

organisation? 

4. Is there a polarisation in the society in Tripura? Is there a desire to associate with the 

Hindi heartland, politically? 

5. Is there a religion versus ethnic assertion discourse in Tripura? 

Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in Meghalaya 

1. Meghalaya has traditionally been a supporter of the Congress Party, ever since 

statehood. With the rise of the BJP at the Centre and an alliance partner ruling 

Meghalaya, how has this BJP phenomenon affected the print media discourse in the 

state? (Emphasis on English Press) 

2. Do you think that the perceived polarisation of discourse has had an impact in 

Meghalaya? Does the polarisation of the print media exist in Meghalaya? What about 

the rest of Northeast India? 

3. Is political news, in general, tilted to the ruling party (Irrespective of BJP, Congress, 

etc.)? Is Advertisements a factor for the control of the discourse? 

4. Is the physical representation of individuals from minority communities necessary 

for the voices of the respective community to be represented in the media? Is it 

possible for a journalist, irrespective of their various affiliations, to represent the 

voices of all? How does this impact discourses? 

5. Is religious polarisation a factor in Meghalaya or is it a more ethnic discourse? Is 

religious polarisation making headway into the discourse in Meghalaya? 

6. What is the ideological position of newspapers in Meghalaya, in general? (Ethnic-

right, religious-right, economic-left, economic-right etc.) 
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Annexure 3 

List of Interviewees along with their affiliations 

i. Mr. Shibashish Thakur, Journalist with The Assam Tribune, Guwahati. 

ii. Mr. Pranjal Bhuyan, Political Beat Journalist with The Assam Tribune, Guwahati. 

iii. Mr. Sushanta Talukdar, Editor of NEZINE, Guwahati. 

iv. Mr. P.J. Baruah, Executive Editor of The Assam Tribune, Guwahati. 

v. Prof. Ankuran Dutta, Professor, Department of Communication and Journalism, 

Gauhati University, Guwahati. 

vi. Mr. Daulat Rahman, Journalist with The Sentinel, Guwahati. 

vii. Dr. Chandan Goswami, Department of Communication and Journalism, Gauhati 

University, Guwahati. 

viii. Dr. Shubhrajeet Konwer, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 

Gauhati University, Guwahati. 

ix. Mr. Bhoban Ghimire, Journalist with The Sentinel, Guwahati. 

x. Mr. Vikash Singh, Journalist with Times of India, Guwahati. 

xi. Prof. Abhijit Bora, Department of Mass Communication and Journalism, Tezpur 

University, Tezpur. 

xii. Mr. Thomas Lim, Editor of Meghalaya Times, Shillong. 

xiii. Prof. Sushmita Sengupta, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hill 

University, Shillong. 

xiv. Dr. Karen L. Donoghue, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, North 

Eastern Hill University, Shillong. 

xv. Mr. David Laitphlang, Independent Journalist and President of the Press Club, 

Shillong. 

xvi. Prof. H. Srikanth, Department of Political Science, North Eastern Hill University, 

Shillong. 

xvii. Dr. Bharath N., Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, North Eastern 

Hill University, Shillong. 

xviii. Prof. Ravindra Kumar Vemula, Department of Journalism and Mass 

Communication, English and Foreign Languages University, Shillong, Shillong. 

xix. Ms. Lynda C., Independent Journalist and founding editor of Meghalaya Guardian, 

Shillong. 
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xx. Mr. Manas Choudhari, Former editor of The Shillong Times, Shillong. Ex Member 

of Legislative Assembly from Indian National Congress, Recipient of Padmashri for 

contribution to Journalism. 

xxi. Ms. Patricia Mukhim, Editor of The Shillong Times, Shillong. Recipient of 

Padmashri for contribution to Journalism. 

xxii. Mr. Shekhar Dutta, Former Special Correspondent for The Telegraph in Tripura, 

Agartala. 

xxiii. Mr. Manas Paul, Editor of Tripura Times, Agartala. 

xxiv. Dr. Biplob Debnath, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Tripura 

University, Agartala. 

xxv. Mr. Anindya Sarkar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Tripura 

University, Agartala. 

xxvi. Dr. Deepak Upadhyay, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, 

Tripura University, Agartala. 

xxvii. Dr. Sunil Kalai, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Tripura 

University, Agartala. 

xxviii. Mr. Amit Patro, Editor of Sikkim Express, Gangtok. 

xxix. Mr. Joseph Lepcha, Journalist with Dainik Bhaskar and President of the Press Club, 

Sikkim, Gangtok. 

xxx. Mr. Pema Wangchuk, Editor of The Summit Times, Gangtok. 

xxxi. Dr. Manoj Das, Department of Mass Communication, Sikkim (Central) University, 

Gangtok. 

xxxii. Dr. Bidhan Golay, Department of Political Science, Sikkim (Central) University, 

Gangtok. 

xxxiii. Ms. Asha Kiran, Guest faculty at the Department of Mass Communication, Sikkim 

(Central) University, Gangtok. 
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Annexure 4 

Policy Document(s) from Assam 
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