Table of Contents

AADSTIACT ...ttt [
DBCIAIALION ...t bbbt bbbt ii
CITITICALE ...ttt e bbb bbbt Y%
ACKNOWIBAGEMENTS ... bbb %
Table OF CONENES ..ot viii
TaDIES ANG FIQUIES ...t bbbt Xii
INEFOTUCTION ...ttt bbb e bbb e b 1
1.1.  Background of the StUAY ........ccciiiiiiiie s 1
1.2, ReSEarch ProbIBM ... ..o 9
1.3.  Significance of the StUAY .........ccceeiiiicii e 11
1.4.  Research QUestions & ODJECLIVES .........c.coiiiiiiiiiiie e 12
1.4.1.  ReSearch QUESTIONS........ccecciiiiiieirie i ciree et sre et be e srre e be e sbaeereesrneenns 13
1.4.2.  ReSEAIrCh ODJECHIVES......cciiiieciesie ettt 13

1.5.  Theoretical Frameworks for the Study ... 14
1.6.  SUMMAriSING COMMENTS ......oiuiiiiiiieiie e 19
Discourses on ‘Identity,” ‘Nation’ and ‘NationaliSm’ ...........ccccociiviiiiiiiieninnecneeeeee 21
2.1, ConceptualisSing IdeNTILY ........cccooiiiiiieiiiese e 21
2.2. Nation and NationaliSIM..........ccueiiiiiiiii e 24
2.3. Interplay of Identity, Nation, and Nationalism in the Indian Context ................. 26
2.4, SUMMArISING COMMENTS .....viiiieiie ettt e e re e 29
Rise of Hindu Nationalism in INdia ... 31
3.1. Hindutva and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) ........ccccoocviiiviiiiiiiiinnns 31
3.2.  Mandalisation of the BJP and the consolidation of Hindutva.................c.ccce.e... 36
3.3.  Demolition of the Babri Masjid and Rise of the Bhartiya Janata Party ............... 39
3.4. 2014 General Elections and Rise of the new ‘Hindu Hriday Samrat’ ................. 41

viii



3.5. 2019 Elections and Beyond ..........ccceoieiieiiiiieiie e 43
3.6, SUMMArISING COMIMENTS....c..iiiiiieie ettt e e sre e reesaeaneenrees 45
Research MethodolOgy ........ccviiiiiiiecc e 47
4.1, Data COIECLION .....eouiiiiiiiiciet e 47
4.2, RESEAICH SEIING ...veeiiiiiiiieeieeie ettt nreas 48
4.3, CONENE ANAIYSIS .. .ctiiiieiieiieiei et 52
4.4, IN-0ePth INTEIVIEWS ...t 59
A5, SUIVEY ..ottt 61
4.6. Positionality and Ethical ConSIderations .............ccoceveririnieiene e 63
4.7.  SUMMArISING COMIMENTS.....cviiiiiiitiitiiieieiee et 65
Media Polarisation and the Rise of Hindu Nationalism in Northeast India ....................... 67
5.1. Politics of Identity and Rise of Hindu Nationalism in Assam...........ccccceevviinennenn 70
5.1.1. Representation and Proliferation of Political Interests in Assam.................. 73
5.1.2.  Overview of Print Media in ASSAM ..........cccoreiiiiiiiiniieeeses e 75
5.1.3. Representation of various actors in ‘The Assam Tribune’.............cceevrvenns 77
5.1.4. Advertising Revenue and Media Discourse in ASSaM ..........ccccevveveeieiiennn, 78
5.1.5. Ideological Position of Newspapers in ASSAM ...........cccoveveeresieseesesseennnns 79
5.1.6. Inclination of Political NeWs in ASSAM ...........coieiiririenene e 80
5.1.7. Polarisation and Print Media DiSCOUrse in ASSaM ..........ccccovererereneeieeneens 82
5.1.8. Citizenship Amendment Act and the Indigeneity Question............c.ccccevee. 84
5.2.  Tripura: That which happened on a March, from Left to Right ..............cccco...... 86
5.2.1. Representation and Proliferation of Political Interests in Tripura................. 89
5.2.2.  Overview of Print Media in TrIPUIa.......ccooiirirerinieieee e 91
5.2.3. Representation of various actors in ‘“Tripura Times’..........ccccervvvrivriernennnnn. 92
5.2.4. Advertising Revenue and Media DISCOUISE .......cccccvviiiveiieiiieeiie e 93
5.2.5. ldeological Position of Newspapers in Tripura..........cccceevevveeviesieesne e, 95
5.2.6. Polarisation of Print Media DISCOUISE............ccurviiiieiieieicnese e 98



5.2.7. Regionalism and the Media in TFPUIa .......c.cooverieiiieseeic e 101

5.3.  BJP and its SikKim ConuNarum .........ccoeeiiieienescseseeeeeee e 102
5.3.1. Representation and Proliferation of Political Interests in Sikkim............... 104
5.3.2.  Overview of Print Media in SiKKIM..........ccocoiiiininiiiie 107
5.3.3. Representation of various actors in ‘Sikkim EXpress’........cccocovviiieiinnenn. 110
5.3.4. Advertising Revenue and Media DISCOUISE..........ccccuervrierienenieseenieeneenns 111
5.3.5.  Regionalism and the Print Media in SiKKImM ...........ccccooeiiiininie 115
5.3.6. Inclination of POIItICAI NEWS ........ccocceiiiieiiereee e 117
5.3.7. Polarisation and Print Media DISCOUISE..........cccuerueriereeriesieniesieseeseeeneens 118

5.4. Meghalaya: Contest between the Regional and National Interests.................... 119
5.4.1. Politics of Identity and the Ethnic Faultline ............cccccooevieiiiii e, 121
5.4.2. Representation and Proliferation of Political Interests ..............cccccvevvenne. 124
5.4.3. Overview of Print Media in Meghalaya............c.cccccoevviviiiieniesie e, 127
5.4.4. Representation of various actors in ‘The Shillong Times’ ............ccccceeuee. 129
5.4.5. Advertising Revenue and Media DISCOUISE...........cccevverreiieiesiesiesieeneans 131
5.4.6. Ideological Position of Newspapers in Meghalaya.............c.ccccccevvevieennenn. 132
5.4.7. Inclination of Political NEWS .........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiesece s 134
5.4.8. Polarisation of Print Media DISCOUISE ........cccuerverieiiereeieseenie e see e 135

5.5, SUMMAriSING COMMENTS .......oiuiiiiiiiiiiiieiei ettt 139

Discussion and CONCIUSTON ........coiuiiieiieie ettt neesneeeas 141

G T0 I I T 1 o{ U 11~ [ o SO S 141

6.2.  ConCluding REMAIKS .......cviiiiiiiiiie e 147

6.3. Limitations and Delimitations of the Study ...........ccccooeivininiiiinie e 149

6.4. Suggested Directions for Future Research..........cccccoveiiiiviieiiece e 149

RETEIBNCES ...ttt et b et et b et et nr e e 151
AANNEXUIE L.ttt bttt b e bt e bt s e bt e bt e st e e b e e beeneesbeebeeneeebeente e i
Presentation Of SUMVEY Dat.........c.cciueiiiiiieiie e I



DT aaToTo [T aT ol D L USSR i

General INTOrMALION ........viiiiiieie et i

The Interplay between Religion, Elections and the Press ........c.cccccovvvievveveiieseennnns iv
Minority Opinion and Discourse on Media..........ccccoeiiveiiiieiieic s v
Authenticity of news reports in the Print Media...........ccccooeiiiiiininiicice e vi
Polarisation Of PUDIIC DISCOUISE .......ccviiieiiiieiiie st vii
Majoritarian DiSCOUrses and the PreSs ... viii
AANNEXUIE 2 <ottt h bttt e b et bt e e h b e ekt e e b b e e st e e she e e mbeeebeeenteesaeeenbeenbeeanneens IX
Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in ASSamM ..........cccceevrerereneniennnns IX
Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in SIKKImM ...........cccccooeiiiiniinnnnns iX
Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in Tripura.........ccccocceveveveciveseennnnn, X
Interview Protocol for Academicians and Journalists in Meghalaya .............cccccceevvennee. X
ANNEXUIE 3 ettt b et bbb e b e st e et b e e b e e b e e b e e bt eneene et e benbesbenbenreas Xi
List of Interviewees along with their affiliations..............cccccoveiiiiii i Xi
ANNEXUIE 4 ..ottt s ettt ettt b e bt e st e st e s et et e st e et e sbeebenbeereeneeneens xiii
Policy Document(s) from ASSAM .......ceciieiiiieieeie et xiii
Policy Document(s) from THIPUIA ......ccveoveiieie e XiX
Policy Document(s) from SIKKIM ..........cooiiiiiiii s XXI
Policy Document(s) from Meghalaya.............cccooeiiiiiiniiiiiice e XXX

Xi



	03_content

